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Introduction

The Canadian general election of 2008 was not as much a victory for
the governing party as it was a defeat for the opposition leader.

The Conservative minority government of Stephen Harper elected
January 23, 2006 was remarkably resilient; it was the longest
uninterrupted minority government in Canadian history. This owed in
no small part to the election of Stephane Dion as leader of the Liberal
Party at the end of 2006. Dion is widely believed to have been
elected because he was the second choice of most of the delegates.
He spent most of his brief leadership fighting his adversaries within
the party and had little time to prepare a strategy for taking down
Harper. This was the opposite of what had occurred during the
previous minority government of the Liberals under Paul Martin. From
its election on June 28, 2004 until its defeat on November 28, 2005,
Martin was ruthlessly shadowed by an official opposition under Harper
that doggedly pursued the defeat of the government.

On the other hand, Harper actively solicited the defeat of his
government, which never happened. Harper was boxed in by a
pledge of fixed election dates, which precluded an election before
October 2009 without an awkward act of reneging on Harper's part.
By the end of August 2008, Harper was apparently more eager to
defeat Dion at the polls than he was reluctant to renege on his fixed
election dates pledge, and the election was called for October 14.

Dissolution Election Change
L 98 77 -21
(o] 127 143 +16
NDP 30 37 +7
BQ 49 49 0
Green 1 0 -1
Other 3 2 -1

Note: Vacant seats at dissolution count for party last holding (3L/1B)

Harper’s calculation paid off only in part. Although his minority
government was increased from its previously marginal position (one
seat smaller than the combined Liberal and NDP caucuses), the
Tories fell short of a majority. The Liberal Party lost seats to both of
its traditional rivals, plunging to an embarrassing 77 seats, less than
half of what Jean Chretien achieved in even the narrowest of his three
majorities. The party gained nothing from Dion’s controversial non-
compete agreement with Green Leader Elizabeth May (who was
included in the debates for the first time). These results spelled the
end for Dion, who was forced to forge an unprecedented coalition with
the other opposition parties in a desperate attempt to hold on to his
leadership. Dion thus became the first Liberal leader in 120 years to
fail to achieve the prime ministry.

Election results - October 14, 2008 Conservative Party

Liberal Party

oints
1010 <25 points

The Liberal Party share of the vote declined in 225 of 308 ridings.
The gains in Quebec were not nearly enough to justify Dion’s
leadership, breaking the decades-old paradigm of strong support for
Quebec leaders there. Losses in Ontario were devastating to the
party that won all but one, two, and three seats in 1993, 1997, and
2000, respectively. Gains in Newfoundland and Labrador resulted
from agitation against Harper by Premier Danny Williams.

Consenvative Party
inge n vote share 2006-2008

1010 <418 poits
oits

510 <-10 points
1010 <44 points

Conservative support increased in 202 ridings. In general, the party
increased in support where it was most useful, particularly Ontario;
losses tended to be in areas that were not fertile Tory ridings in the
first place. The party fell back from the unexpected support it received
in Quebec in 2006. The anyone-but-Harper campaign by Premier
Danny Williams of Newfoundland and Labrador was successful; the
Tories were wiped out there.

New Democratic Party

New Democratic Pary
Change in vote share 2006-2008

points
1010 <21 points

The New Democrats increased their seat count by seven and took
second place in 67 ridings, compared to 53 second-place finishes in
2006. Overall, the party increased its vote share in regions where it
was already strong. The party still holds a disconnected string of
ridings for which campaigning requires extensive travel and inefficient
marketing efforts by the leader (e.g., traveling a great distance to seek
only one seat). Leader Jack Layton has established a 3-seat
beachhead for the party in Toronto.

Bloc Quebecois
Change i vote share 2005-2008

The Bloc made little progress in the 2008 election. Its vote share
declined in 67 of 75 ridings. Its seat count of 49 was the same as at
dissolution, counting one vacant Bloc riding. Bloc Leader Gilles
Duceppe has now served in that capacity longer than the combined
service of the other three leaders. In 2007, he quickly abandoned his
attempted move to provincial politics. Less than two months after the
national election, the December Quebec election only buoyed the
Parti Quebecois slightly while bolstering Liberal Premier Jean Charest
greatly by restoring his party to majority status. The PQ did well
enough that there will be no leadership vacancy for Duceppe to seek.

Bloc Quebecois

Green Party

Grsen Pary

The Green Party remained marginal and increased its share of the
vote only slightly in most of the country. The non-compete agreement
between Leader Elizabeth May and Stephane Dion led her to run in a
Nova Scotia riding where her chance of winning was not optimum.

Ratio of victories and Majorities

Ratio of winnerto 2nd place
B x to<104x
B 2 ax

The Tories win many seats o
lopsidedly, allowing them to focus
campaign resources on tight races.

I SEATS WON WITH MAJORITY

Year  Maijorities _Percent
1993 | 164/295 | 55.6%
1997 | 104/301 | 34.6%
2000 165/301 51.5%
2004 | 136/308 | 44.2%
2006 | 123/308 | 39.9%
2008 118/308 38.3%

The fraction of seats won with majorities
declined for the third straight election.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [918.000 612.000]
>> setpagedevice


